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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments and amendments filed 1 1/2/2006, with respect to the rejection(s) 
of claim(s) under 35 U.S.C. §101 and §103 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection of claims 4-8 and 17-29 has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Running Linux, 3 rd Edition 
(hereinafter Linux) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 4-8 and 17-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable by 
Linux. 

4. Per claims 4, 17, 22 and 25, Linux discloses a computer implemented method, computer 
program product and system wherein there is a processor (inherent), operating system (linux), 
computer storage medium (inherent, where linux operating system is stored, e.g., on a hard 
drive), and configuration manager (bootloader for the kernel, see Section 5.3.1 and init program) 
comprising the step/logic/circuit to determine if configuration of a device has begun (booting the 
kernel, Section 5.3. 1 and Initialization after the kernel using the program init causes processes 
and programs for configuration of devices to be executed; if a particular device is not 
configured, e.g., it is not on the list of devices to be configured, having no command to execute it, 
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then the device is not configured; this latter case where it is determined that a device is not to be 
configured is explicitly stated in Linux, Section, 5.3.2 where given a particular runlevel, e.g., 
runlevel "1 " network devices are not configured and configuration has not begun for them. The 
network devices are indeed existent and present in the computer system, just that it is determined 
based on the runlevel being "1 " to not begin configuration for the network devices). Note, 
Examiner interprets the claims based on the overly broad use of conditional language such that 
as long as the prior art reference shows that in determining whether a configuration of a device 
has begun, and resulting in the determination that the device configuration has not begun, none 
of the claimed limitations regarding what happens if the device configuration has begun applies. 
It should be further noted that the limitation of "determining if a configuration of a device has 
completed" follows the same reasoning as determining whether a device has begun. If the device 
has not begun configuration and will not be configured (network devices when the runlevel is 
"1 "), then it is determined that the device will not complete configuration. 
5. Per claims 5-8, 18-21, 23, 24 and 26-29, Linux discloses claims 4, 17, 22 and 25, wherein 
if a network device is not configured or completed, then returning to the other steps are not a 
necessary condition. Note, for claims 6, 19, 27, the Linux further shows in the console display of 
device listings in section 5.3.1 that regardless of whether configuration of a device has completed 
or not, the boot/init procedure will continually determine the next device to configure and 
therefore return to step a). Note there is absolutely no antecedent basis associated with the 
claimed "a device", and therefore it is interpreted as either the same device or a totally different 
device is being determined to be beginning configuration or completed. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. Patents and patent related publications are cited in the Notice of References Cited 
(Form PTO-892) attached to this action to further show details respect to the Linux OS and the 
console display related to the bootloader and initiation processes within the Linux OS. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan S. Chen whose telephone number is 571-272-4143. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim N. Huynh can be reached on (571) 272-4147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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